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(57)Abstract 

PURPOSE: To improve the hit rate of retrieval of necessary image data when 
an image is retrieved by an image data base system. 

CONSTITUTION: Plural key images are selected (P1) and areas which are the 
most similar to plural areas included in an image to be retrieved among those 
key images are specified (P2), one by one. The feature quantities of those 
specified areas are utilized to derive the similarities Ri of the respective 
areas of the image to be retrieved (P3). Consequently, even if there is not a 
key image having all features similar to the respective features included in 
the necessary image, respective features can be specified among the key 
images to obtain all the necessary individual similarities Ri. The total 
similarity R of the image to be retrieved is calculated from the linear sum of 
those individual similarities Ri (P4 and P5) to calculate the correct total 
similarity of the image to be retrieved, and the hit rate of the retrieval is 
improved by the retrieval (P6 and P7) of the image based upon the correct 
total similarity. 
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